
Lent Week 4 – March 25, 2020 

Opening  

In the name of the Father, and the +Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen  

Response: 

P:  Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy.  

C:  Always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who ask you for a reason fro the hope 

that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect.  

P:  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.  

C:  And you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 

the earth.  

P:  For Christ, also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous, in order to bring you to God.  He 

was put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit.  

C:  Therefore, we give glory to God who raised him up and gave us the promise of salvation.  

Amen.  

Confession and Absolution: 

P:  Jesus sent us as his witnesses, to proclaim his Gospel in all that we do and say.  

C:  Lord, we confess that we are often tongue-tied and silent when we should speak, we are 

often bound up in ourselves when we should act in your name.  Forgive us, Lord, for our 

reluctance to program the Good News that we treasure.  Forgive our selfish clinging to what we 

need for ourselves and our unwillingness to offer your gifts freely to those around us.  Forgive 

our empty promises, our silent passing by, our blindness to others, Lord.  Equip and empower 

us.  Send us mightily into your world.  Fill us so full of your gracious love and forgiveness in 

Jesus that we cannot but shout his name and overflow with his gifts of grace.   

P:  I have the honor and privilege, by the grace of God, of announcing to you the entire 

forgiveness of your sins.  In Jesus Christ, you are forgiven and free – free to share the steadfast 

love of God with all.  

Old Testament Reading: 

6 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the 

hem of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: 

with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they 

flew. 3 And one called to another and said: 



“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 The pivots[a] on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled 

with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among 

a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 

6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar 

with a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph[b] touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has 

touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8 Then I heard the voice 

of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send 

me!”  

New Testament Reading:  Acts 2:22-28 

22 “You that are Israelites,[a] listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth,[b] a man attested to 

you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as 

you yourselves know— 23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But 

God raised him up, having freed him from death,[c] because it was impossible for him to be 

held in its power. 25 For David says concerning him, 

‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

    for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 

26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

    moreover my flesh will live in hope. 

27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

    or let your Holy One experience corruption. 

28 You have made known to me the ways of life; 

    you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

 

The Gospel according to the Luke 22:54-62 

54 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house. But Peter 

was following at a distance. 55 When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and 

sat down together, Peter sat among them. 56 Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, 

stared at him and said, “This man also was with him.” 57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do 

not know him.” 58 A little later someone else, on seeing him, said, “You also are one of them.” 

But Peter said, “Man, I am not!” 59 Then about an hour later still another kept insisting, 
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“Surely this man also was with him; for he is a Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know 

what you are talking about!” At that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. 
61 The Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he 

had said to him, “Before the cock crows today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And he went 

out and wept bitterly. 

 

Children’s Message: 

I have a story to tell you, so listen very closely…There was once a little boy whose mother loved 
to embroider (show pictures of embroidery or actual finished product like a pillow that has 
been embroidered). He would sit at her knee and look up from the floor and ask her what she 
was doing. She told him that she was embroidering. From what he could see, it just looked like 
she was making a big mess with a needle and thread (show the embroidery at this angle or a 
picture of an embroidery)! His mother smiled and gently said, “My son, you go play for a while. 
When I am finished, I will bring you to my side and let you see my embroidery.” Soon he heard 
his mother say, “Son, come and sit on my knee.” So he did, and he was so surprised and excited 
to see a beautiful picture (show them on your embroidering or from a picture)! He could not 
believe it! His mother said, “My son, from underneath it looked so messy, but you did not 
realize that the mess on the bottom was becoming a beautiful picture on the top.” 

Today our lesson is the story about the disciple Peter, one of Jesus’ closest followers. After 
Jesus shares his Last supper with His disciples, he told them they would run away and abandon 
Him – leave him when times get tough.  Peter tells Jesus, “Even if all the others leave you, I will 
not!” But Jesus knows all. He tells Peter, “Today, even this very night, before the rooster crows, 
you yourself will disown me three times.” But Peter did not believe he would ever do such a 
thing! He kept insisting, “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You!” And the others said 
the same thing also. 

Then after the supper Peter kept falling asleep in the garden instead of praying with Jesus like 
Jesus asked. Soon Judas – one of the disciples who helped the who wanted to kill Jesus. Judas 
showed them who Jesus was by giving Him a kiss. They arrested Jesus and all of the disciples 
ran away because they were afraid! Peter decided to follow them at a distance to see where 
they took Jesus. Peter came to a courtyard and a girl recognized him and said “You were with 
Jesus!” But Peter denied it, saying, I do not know or understand what you are talking about.” 
Then he went out onto the porch. The same girl saw him again and began to tell others “This is 
one of Jesus’ followers!” But again, Peter denied that he followed Jesus. After a little while, 
others began saying to Peter, “Surely you are one of them, one of Jesus’ followers!” Peter got 
mad and yelled, “I do not know this man you are talking about!!”  

And then a rooster crowed a second time….Peter remember what Jesus said, “Before a rooster 
crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And Peter began to weep. 



Peter felt ashamed and guilty. He knew what he did was very wrong. It embarrassed him to 
know what an awful sin he had done. He did something wrong – do any of you ever do anything 
wrong?  I do…  

And we too sometimes feel bad or ashamed just like Peter did in our lesson tonight.  But Jesus 
was not angry with Peter. In fact, His love is so perfect, He chose to use Peter for great things. 
Jesus forgave Peter and Peter became a great man of God who shared the Gospel with many 
many people! He even wrote some of the books in the Bible! 

He forgives us and loves us too, no matter what we do. Peter learned this great lesson. Our sin 
makes us messy people. But no matter how sinful we are, God can use us for His glory, just like 
He did for Peter. In a way, God takes our mess and makes a beautiful picture, just like the 
embroidery I showed you. We really are blessed.  

Loving God, we thank you for loving us even when we are messy.  Thank you for sending Jesus 
to take our sins away.  Amen.  

Message: 

Cross road.  They are there for al of us.  We may move along from day to day easily, walking in 

the sunshine, enjoying the view, feeling at peace.  And then it comes.  A crossroad.  A choice 

point.  There we stand, frozen in the spot.  Which way now? Right? Left? Straight? What waits 

down each of those choices? Which way does our heart call us to go? Which makes sense? 

Which is God’s way? 

The answers aren’t easy. A crossroad can bring daunting spiritual pain.  And it can bring us to 

our knees.  It can even bring destruction.  Tonight, we have an expert on the crossroad of 

declaration.  This week we will listen to the words of Peter – his famous choices; some of which 

he would be proud of and some not so much.  

The voice of Peter: 

I am here to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ.  I am his servant and follower. I think I know 

why I’m here.  I bet you want to focus on a time when I did not make a choice that I am 

ashamed of – a time when I failed.   

I know, I was a leader of the disciples, the one who was supposed to understand Jesus and what 

he was doing as Messiah.  This is all about when I denied Him I bet.  I thought I understood.  

Jesus.  He even complimented me on my being a bold witness to who he was as God’s Messiah.  

He called me blessed, filled with God’s word.   

I know, I know I was warned and still I denied Him.  I denied him not once, not even twice, but I 

denied him three times.  If I could go back now and face that crossroad again, I would know 

what to do.  You see, I thought I knew was Jesus was doing.  In spite of the times he told us he 

was going to suffer and die, I still thought he would be what we hoped he would be. After all, 



he paraded into the city of Jerusalem in a way that said that he was the coming king.  I thought 

we were on the way to having God’s Messiah as the king and ruler we needed.  I didn’t know 

what all that talk of suffering was about.  

And then it came to my time in the courtyard.  Everything was going wrong.  He wasn’t 

supposed to be arrested.  I even tried to fight for him.  He wasn’t supposed to be on trial.  

Where was the power? Where were his miracles? Where was his ability to simply walk away 

when they threatened him? At that point, when they accused me, I saw Jesus failing…… And 

well I failed! 

I guess it was fear, I was baffled, confused, disappointed…. In despair.  I know, I know, that’s not 

an excuse.  It is just what happened.  I even told Him I would die with him and looking back I 

think it was just my quick mouth.  I just said that to impress Jesus and the others.  I was looking 

for another compliment.  It was important for me to know that Jesus respected me, thought I 

was worthwhile.  I needed him to appreciate me and what I had done for him.  

I heard his warnings. I did but Jesus was saying so many things that I didn’t really understand at 

the time. I guess I just wasn’t hearing.  It was easy for me, and I am sure for you too, to see 

myself as strong in the faith, able to speak the right words, able to be the one to stand up for 

Jesus, even be able to witness.  But when I was in that situation, when it came right down to it, I 

could not choose the path I knew I should.  I could not say the words I knew I needed to say.  It 

was dark in my spirit at that moment and I could not see or speak.  

It was the most terrible time.  Oh, I know that all of us find ourselves at laves where we know 

we should speak the good word.  I know what it is like for you.  You find yourselves among 

those who cloud their minds and mouths with words that hurt or shame.  I know you find 

yourselves among those who misuse God’s name, act as though his commands don’t exist.  I 

know you struggle in your mins with what to say and do in those situations.  The questions 

come:  Will my words of faith help? Will they be effective? Won’t what I say set me apart, make 

me look foolish, ruin my relationships? Isn’t it better to keep quiet or just go along? I know. You 

may not face a time when your words would put you in danger in your life, but certainly there 

are times when we all find ourselves at a crossroad that calls on us to boldly speak Jesus’ name 

and God’s will, and we fail.  

I guess the best part of my story is that I did not finish my discipleship in tears of failure.  Jesus 

came and found that day on the beach, after he had risen.  He loved me enough to call me back 

after I had turned my back on him.  “Do you love me?” he asked me three times.  And he sent 

me to feed his lambs and sheep.  And here is the best part, he calls each of you back too.  He 

does not leave us in our failure.  He doesn’t not turn away.  He is there each day with the 

forgiveness we need to go on one more day, to face one more test, to stand at one more 

crossroad.  And by his power, the power of his Holy Spirit, to be what he wants us to be, what 

we want to be.   



Remember….. you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light.  She his power to walk in that light.  Amen! 

 

Prayers: 

Let us bring our prayers and petitions to God, who hears and answers the pleas of our hearts.  

We pray for this world and for our own nation.  Lord, send you Spirit into our nations and this 

sick and pain-filled world.  Be with those who are suffering.  Strengthen those in need and give 

them courage to fact the evil that surrounds them.  Make us agents of healing – through our 

continued diligence to what is being asked of us in these uncertain days.  In your mercy, Hear 

us Lord. 

We pray for the Church – for all churches who cannot gather but continue to be connected to 

our faith.  Be with faithful pastors, teachers, health care workers and all those who are 

diligently working to keep people healthy and in community even when we are keeping our 

distances.  In your mercy, Hear us Lord. 

Be with us we pray, by the power of your Spirit.  Fill us with your presences so that we might be 

about the task that Jesus sent us to accomplish, that we might proclaim in word and deed the 

Good News of God’s salvation in Jesus. Help us to go into all the world teaching all nations what 

Jesus has taught us.  Make us more confident of his promise to be with us to the end of the age.  

In your mercy, Hear us Lord. 

We also pray for the sick, the suffering, the grieving and the lonely.  Loving God we ask that you 

specifically remember all those within our congregation – and there many right now lord that 

are dealing with health issues so we ask that you wrap your arms around them and give them 

strength and also those that we name now in our hearts…… In your mercy, Hear us Lord. 

These and all petitions and request we bring before you in the name of Jesus.  

Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father who are in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses As we forgive those who 
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil, For thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
Forever and ever.  Amen 
 

Blessing:   

May the perfect and perfecting grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the overflowing love of God, and 

the power of the Spirit that equips, empower and sends us out to be God’s proclaimers, be with 

us now and always. Amen 



Hymn of the Evening: I Love to Tell the Story 

I love to tell the story of unseen things above 
Of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love. 
I love to tell the story, because I know ‘tis true 
It satisfies my longings as nothing else can do 
I love to tell the story 
‘twill be my theme in glory 
To tell the old, old story 
Of Jesus and his love 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 


