
Our Service: 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, +one God, the eternal voice from heaven, the 
anointed and beloved one, the Spirit moving over the waters.  Amen 
 
As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confessions, trusting 
the love of Christ crucified and risen,  
 
God who searches us and knows us,  
You have shown us what is good, but we have looked to other lights to find 
our way.  We have not been just in our dealings with others. We have 
chosen revenge over mercy. We have promoted ourselves instead of 
walking humbly with you. With what shall we come before you? Forgive us 
our sin and show us your salvation in the face of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen.  
 
Beloved of God, you have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 
that is from God, poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. 
Receive the promise of baptism:  You are God’s child; +your sins are 
forgiven.  Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of heaven.  Amen 
 
Prayer of the Day: Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come 
among us.  By your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the 
darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.   

Psalm 23 

The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 2 He makes me lie down in green 

pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 3he refreshes my soul. 

He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake. 

4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley,[a] I will fear no evil, 

    for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. 

You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I 

will dwell in the house of the LORD  forever. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+23&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14240a


The Gospel according to John 9, Glory to you O Lord.   

9 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so 

that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we 

must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can 

work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, 

and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of 

Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came 

home seeing. 

8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t 

this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that he was. 

Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” 

But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” 

10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked. 

11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my 

eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then 

I could see.” 

12 “Where is this man?” they asked him. 

“I don’t know,” he said. 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day 

on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a 

Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his 

sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I 

see.” 

16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not 

keep the Sabbath.” 



But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were 

divided. 

17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about 

him? It was your eyes he opened.” 

The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 

18 They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 

until they sent for the man’s parents. 19 “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is 

this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?” 

20 “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was 

born blind. 21 But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t 

know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said 

this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had 

decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would 

be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, “He is of age; 

ask him.” 

24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to 

God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.” 

25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do 

know. I was blind but now I see!” 

26 Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 

eyes?” 

27 He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you 

want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?” 

28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We 

are disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this 

fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.” 

30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he 

comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to 

sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will. 32 Nobody has ever 

heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from 

God, he could do nothing.” 



34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you 

lecture us!” And they threw him out. 

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he 

said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 

36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” 

37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with 

you.” 

38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 

39 Jesus said,[a] “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind 

will see and those who see will become blind.” 

40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? 

Are we blind too?” 

41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that 

you claim you can see, your guilt remains. 

 
Children’s Message: 
See separate document attached to email 
 
Message: 
Grace and peace to you from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen 
Perhaps you noticed, our Gospel was quite long.  It was indeed an entire 
chapter from the book of John, ALL of chapter 9 is about one event – and 
that isn’t common at all. John obviously feels this is important for us and 
wants us to understand what Jesus is teaching.   

I grew up in a house of glasses.  My dad has glasses, my mom has 
glasses, I wear glasses, my brother has glasses and my youngest brother 
had glasses.  We would walk into the Optometrist and fill the lobby of the 
little office – I cannot imagine what my parents spent on our eyes especially 
since my brothers seemed to break a pair every other month. I still to this 
day struggle with my vision and because of my diabetes my sight fluctuates 
on how well I am taking care of myself.  I get so frustrated at times because 
no matter what I do – this pair of readers, or this new prescription of 
contacts – no matter what I try I can’t see a darn thing.  But wait – that is of 
course an exaggeration – I can see, just not as perfectly as I would like.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26480a


Our passage today is about a man who had NEVER had sight.  As Jesus 
and the disciples were walking they came across a blind man – we are told 
he was blind since birth – and the first thing that the disciples ask is “who 
sinned?”  Who sinned – the blind man or his parents – in other words there 
must be a reason, something he or his parents did or didn’t do in order for 
this man to not have his sight. Novel idea right? If you are good then good 
things happen to you and if you are bad….. well look out.  While life might 
be a bit easier if this was how it worked – be a good person and life will be 
good to you – we all know that that’s not how life works.  And Jesus doesn’t 
even think for a moment about their question, and instead sets them 
straight saying “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind 
so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of 
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 
5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” Jesus also 
doesn’t hesitate to prove his point and gets right to work showing this man 
the Light in the world – “When he had said this, he spat on the ground and 
made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to 
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went 
and washed and came back able to see.” The light of the world has now 
given this man the opportunity to SEE that light – that light of God.  

He’s a changed man and the neighbors are wondering what in the 
world???  “The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar 
began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were 
saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He 
kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were 
your eyes opened?” Can you imagine?? These neighbors had watched this 
blind man all these years and here he is coming to them with his sight.  
How can it be – there’s no logical reason for the man to have his sight and 
they want to know how this could have happened. Part of me can just 
imagine them bantering back and forth “That’s him”, “no, that can’t be him”, 
“Yes I think it is”, “no he’s been blind since birth”, I’m telling you, it’s him!” 
and clearly they never get to a point where they are ready to give in and 
believe the man’s words alone so they need to get some help.  

“They bring the man to the Pharisees. “14 Now it was a Sabbath day when 
Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also 
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put 
mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees 
said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.” But 
others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And 



they were divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say 
about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”  

They still didn’t believe and most importantly, they get even more hung up 
on what day the miracle happened than what the miracle itself was.  They 
make it all about the fact that Jesus has done this miracle – basically he 
has done ANYTHING – on the Sabbath. He clearly can’t be a prophet as 
he would never break their laws and their rules and work on the Sabbath.  
Again, they’re not getting the real lesson here. They even go so far to call 
the blind man’s parents into the equation and start asking them “Is this your 
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?”  His 
parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born 
blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who 
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.”  His 
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had 
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would 
be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask 
him.” And the saga goes on….. they still can’t just believe and let it go. 
They can’t rejoice for this man that he has gained the sight that he has 
never had before.  As you are probably beginning to understand… we are 
hearing probably the biggest lesson of this passage.  As blind as this man 
was - since the day he was born he has not been able to see - we can 
begin to see how much worse it is to choose to be blind and not see what is 
going on. Not see the miracle that has happened and appreciate the 
person that gave this man his sight.  

Although, it isn’t too surprising as if they believe this story than they have to 
believe that their self-righteous rules and power and status can be called 
into question.  They are too blinded by all that THEY have done and made 
and can’t then give in to the prospect that this can be true.  

Back to the man who now has his sight and this time there’s a little added 
pressure that goes along with the questioning “Give glory to God! We know 
that this man is a sinner.” Again, with the belief that the man deserved to 
have no sight and that they – the powerful and law-making officials – 
clearly have no idea of what he is talking about.  But that’s not the reality, 
this man is armed with the truth, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One 
thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”  I can’t tell you who this 
man is and why this man went against your laws and gave me my sight on 
the Sabbath – all I know is that he did. And the banters continue with him, 
back and forth and back and forth and finally they just plain drive the man 



away.  After all, they are the Pharisees and THEY know all, however, they 
drive him way and what happens? Jesus seeks to find him.   

“Do you believe in the Son of Man?  Jesus asks, and he answered, “And 
who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, 
“You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I 
believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for 
judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see 
may become blind.”  

Jesus tells him, he proclaims who he is and why he is there and the man, 
who had nothing, not only no sight but nothing else, comes to realize that 
Jesus has come to give him so much more than just the ability to see.  He 
has come to show this man ALL that God can offer him.  All that he has 
lived his entire life without is now available to him and he does the 
appropriate thing.  He worships his God.  

And of course, the Pharisees still reject this idea and hold on to their self-
made laws and status and nonchalantly ask “Surely we are not blind, are 
we?”  Jesus replies “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that 
you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” Let’s put it another way – you, the 
ones who believe they are self-sufficient, self-righteous are not the blessed 
ones.  The ones who are blessed are the ones who have no hope, the ones 
who must rely completely on God’ grace not only to see them but to heal 
them, they are the blessed. This is the same for you and me.   

God saw us and our incapability to see the light, resist sins and trespasses 
and accept his mercy and grace.  He saw us and sent Jesus to the cross in 
order to save us from that all. He took all that was broken in us, he took our 
inability to see, and gave us sight and an eternal life by taking away our 
sins and paying for them all.  

We too can be left with a simple truth through the words of our Gospel.   
The amazing truth that we are forgiven and have life everlasting because of 
the death and resurrection of Christ.  May this story of a miracle help you to 
increase your faith in God.  May it remind you at times when you don’t see 
clearly or find others who cannot see. All it takes is one visit with the light of 
the world, one visit can open our eyes just as it did for the blind man in our 
passage. Christ is the Light of the world and as a member of this world, he 
brought his light to us.  Our eyes are open and as long as there is day, as 
long as Christ is the light, there is hope for us all. Amen  



Prayers for the People: 
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the 
church, the world and all who are in need. God of insight, open the hearts 
of the church and the world to all who testify to your deeds of power.  Lord 
in your mercy, Hear our prayer.  

God of insight, oh how we need you now in these changing times.  Help us 
to care for ourselves and for others in this time of continued distancing.  
Bring peace to all of us at this time.  Anoint leaders who see goodness, 
righteousness and a feeling of safety on behalf of all.  Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.  

God of insight you care for our needs even before we ask.  Come quickly to 
all who seek prayer this day.  Accomplish healing through the work of all of 
our doctors, and PA’s, nurses, and ALL those who tend to our bodies and 
health.  We especially remember those who are currently dealing with 
illness – those within our congregation and those who we now name …. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as 
we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord.   

Let us pray the prayer that Jesus taught us….. 

Our Father who are in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses As we forgive those who 
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil, For thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
Forever and ever.  Amen 
 

Hymn of the Day:  Amazing Grace 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found 
Was blind but now I see 
 
The Lord has promised good to me 
His Word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures.  

 
Blessing 



May Christ, the wisdom and power of God, and the source of our life 
together, keep you united in mind and purpose. And the blessing of 
almighty God, the Father, The +Son, and the Holy Spirit be with your 
always.  Amen 


