Perley Parish
Third Sunday of Lent
March 23, 2025
Prelude and Bell

Gathering Hymn: Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain (LBW #301 all vss.)

Welcome and Announcements:

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing. Gracious God, have mercy on us.
We confess that we have honored you with our lips but have harmed our
neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war within us cause conflicts and
disputes. In our desire to be first, we make distinctions among ourselves. We
place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. In your great mercy, forgive us
our sins. Draw near to us with grace in time of need and turn us to follow in the
way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. By grace you
have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, the source of eternal healing, your sins
are forgiven. Amen

Prayer of the Day

Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death, and
resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it and bring your saving
love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Psalm 63:1-8 (read responsively)

O God, you are my God, | seek you, my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in
a dry and weary land where there is no water. So | have looked upon you in the
sanctuary, beholding your power and glory. Because your steadfast love is better
than life, my lips will praise you. So | will bless you as long as | live; | will lift up my
hands and call on your name. My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast, and my mouth
praises you with joyful lips when | think of you on my bed, and meditate on you in the
watches of the night; for you have been my help, and in the shadow of your wings |
sing for joy. My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me.

First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-9

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy
and eat. Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend
your money for that which is not bread, and your labour for that which does not satisfy?




Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline
your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. | will make with you an
everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. See, | made him a witness to the
peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. See, you shall call nations that you do
not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your
God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. Seek the Lord while he may be
found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake their way, and the
unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

| do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under
the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud
and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink.
For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was

Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck
down in the wilderness. Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might
not desire evil as they did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written,
‘The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” We must not indulge in
sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single

day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by
serpents. And do not complain as some of them did and were destroyed by the
destroyer. These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were
written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So if you think
you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. No testing has overtaken you that is not
common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your
strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to
endure it.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

The Gospel according to Luke 13:1-9 Glory to you, O Lord
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. Jesus began to proclaim, Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near. Alleluia.

At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, ‘Do you
think that because these Galileans suffered in this way, they were worse
sinners than all other Galileans? No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you will
all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of
Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the
others living in Jerusalem? No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you will all
perish just as they did. “Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree



planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found

none. So, he said to the gardener, “See here! For three years | have come
looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still, | find none. Cut it down! Why should it
be wasting the soil?” He replied, “Sir, let it alone for one more year, until | dig
round it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if
not, you can cut it down.”

The Gospel of Our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ
Message

Hymn of the Day/Offering: | Lay My Sins on Jesus (LBW #305 all vss.)

Offering Response: We give thee but thine own, what’er the gift may be. All that we
have is thine alone a trust, O, Lord from thee.

Apostles Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of the saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and
the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the People God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in
need.

We pray for the church, called to be a witness to all peoples. Grant humility and wisdom
to bishops, pastors, deacons, elders, councils, and congregations, that they may call
upon you in making decisions. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

We pray for the earth, called to provide abundantly. Teach your people the goodness of
your generosity, that in sharing what we have been given, all life may flourish on the
planet that is our shared home. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

We pray for the nations, called to protect their inhabitants and collaborate in the work of
justice and peace. Forge bonds of compassion and mutual care across human borders
and boundaries, that all the world may have enough to live. God, in your mercy, receive
our prayer.

We pray for those in need, called to receive your compassion especially Dan, Terry,
Brent, Linda, Ona, Sylvia, Helen, Veronica and Ryan. God, in your mercy, receive our
prayer.



We pray for this assembly, called to welcome its neighbors to the table of your grace.
Bless food pantries, community gardens and kitchens, clean water projects, an all
ministries that address human hunger and thirst. God, in your mercy, receive our
prayer.

We give thanks for the faithful lives of those who proclaimed your gospel in times of
challenge and strife, and for all those whose lives of live and service have ended. May
their witness inspire our own. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name
of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen.

As brothers and sisters in Christ, let us pray together the prayer that Jesus taught us.
Our father who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen

Meal

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to
all. Amen.

Words of Institution

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the
unity we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is
yours, almighty Father, now and forever. All who are hungry, come! The feast of
grace is spread.

Prayer after Communion:

Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now to
set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might nourish
the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Bell

Blessing: God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn: O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts (LBW #356, vss. 1, 4, 5)

Dismissal: Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. Thanks be to God.



Mark your calendars:
e March 26: Lenten Service at Nora; meal at 6pm, service at 6:30
e March 30: No service
e April 2: Lenten Service at Kirkebo; meal at 6pm, service at 6:30




